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the German Emperor asked our consent. Foreign Minister Aoki, who
is pro-German, as you know, quickly obliged him with it."

"What?" Ito groaned. "What did the Kaiser have to do with our
decision? Can't we make up our own minds? Why doesn't the Czar
communicate directly with us? Nippon is not a German or Russian
protectorate."

Ito savagely bit off the tip of his cigar. Saionji, smoking calmly, said:
"That's a real Kaiser-like approach, is it not?"

The War Minister nodded gratefully. "Yes, Marquis Saionji."

"H'm, the Kaiser and the Czar seem anxious to co-operate. Germany
sends her Field Marshal to take the supreme command while Russia in-
creases her troops in North China and South Manchuria. I can see
trouble ahead for us in that region." Ito murmured to himself.

There was a slight cough beyond the veranda of the meeting room.
A voice from the outside asked: "Is Ito home? It's Yamagata. May I
come in?"

Premier Field Marshal Yamagata opened the paper screen before the
host responded. He wore his snow-white hair very short. From a dis-
tance, his well-shaven, elongated face with white trimmed moustache
gave him the appearance of a retired college professor. This 'Father of
the Nipponese Army,' was a veteran of many battles of cannon and
wits.

At the time of the Restoration he was a commander of the govern-
ment troops and was assigned to Commander-General Saionji in one of
his campaigns* By virtue of Yamagata's ability and by the good grace
of his provincial seniors, he assumed, after their passing, the clan lead-
ership of the military as Ito led that of the civilian elements. However,
despite his local backing, his fame was overshadowed until 1877. In
that year the greatest soldier-statesman in new Nippon, Saigo Taka-
mori of Satsuma, fell on his own sword at the end of the unsuccessful
rebellion.

Yamagata was the man to bring the modern Imperial Anny to its
later size and power* In the meantime, building on his military reputa-
tion, he shouldered the administrative burden of the Government,
After Ito instituted the cabinet system, he had his opportunity, being
one of the few Sat-cho men to become Premier and Genro*

He had to his credit the great victory over the better equipped tod
numerically superior Chinese forces in 1894-5.                                  .

That brought fame to Yamagata and his officers, among whom was
Katsura, and to the Emperor's army. This achievement for